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Things have changed a lot over the past 40 years, but one thing hasn’t—I’m still here, and I’ve surrounded myself with some 
very good people. Some have been with me for more than 25 years. 

customers and friends, I wouldn’t have been able to accomplish what I have.
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From The Desk of

Jim Baldonado
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CUSTOM FARMING AND SHARED EQUIPMENT: WHO’S LIABLE?

Where Risk Enters the Picture

• 
responsibility may fall on the person using the equipment, not the owner.

• 

• 

Who’s Responsible When Something Goes Wrong?
• The real test comes when something does not go as planned.
• If equipment is damaged, the answer often depends on how the policy is written. Some policies may cover borrowed equipment, while 

• 

• 

Common Misunderstandings
• 

from guaranteed.
• 

policy actually responds.
• 

always provide clarity when a claim is involved. Without something documented, it becomes much harder to determine who agreed to 
what.

Coverage Gaps to Watch
• 
• Equipment that is not properly listed or valued on a policy may not be covered as intended. This is especially important when 

equipment is shared or used across multiple operations.
• 

others, particularly if it is done for a fee.
• 

Simple Ways to Reduce Risk
The good news is that a few simple steps can go a long way in reducing uncertainty.

time can prevent much bigger issues later.
The Role of an Insurance Agent

Bringing It All Together



moisture for planting, that continues throughout the growing season.

supplemental coverages in our area.  Hopefully, you had the chance to meet with your agent to review your coverage. I certainly 

meet new producers and catching up with those we have had insured for years!  This was also the deadline to cancel row crop 

Planting Reminders
•
•

counties you farm in.
•
•

• If you utilize precision farming technology on your farming operation, and plan to use these records for your crop insurance 

Acreage Reporting 

insurance that will be sent to you, once your agent records your acres.  
2026 Hail Coverage

policy.  If you have not had the chance to renew your hail coverage, or write new coverage, now is the time.  We have several 

providing yourself the peace of mind that your crops are covered when those looming storms begin. 
2026 Winter Wheat

In 
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CROP INSURANCE UPDATE
CINDY DAVIS



(These rules assume you do NOT qualify for double-cropping status):
•

•
•

a call as soon as possible if you suspect you will have a wheat loss, or if the crop will need to be appraised.  The chart below will 
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LIVESTOCK RISK PROTECTION
ARLYN RIEKER

remember is that our land is very resilient, and with some precipitation, the forages will return. 

replace the items lost, but you will have the support of many to start the rebuilding process. I’m sorry for the people who lost 
family members, and my thoughts go out to you. 

provides emergency relief for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease, adverse weather, or other conditions that are not 

Factsheet  

cattlemen.  It was a great opportunity for us not only to help sponsor this event and repay our friends and clients for their loyalty, 

to recognize the incredible dedication of past, present, and future generations who dedicate countless hours each day to ensuring 

coverage price for feeder cattle, fed cattle, and swine. 
LRP: points to remember

• Quotes are unavailable on the days with cattle on feed reports

actual ending values for these types of cattle



9



10 

Happy Spring, Hoping everyone had a great and prosperous 

and your planter is changing rates between practices, and a 

PREVENT PLANT

moving parts on this issue, so please reach out to your agent to 
discuss options. 

irrigated ground, but again, there are a lot of moving parts, so 

same crop, please call your agent before you begin this process 

Hopefully the patterns will shift, and we will start getting 

any crop insurance and questions that you may have, and we 

Spring Reminders for Crop 
Insurance
Brian Houston
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TEAM JACK GALA
2026 

meaningful event, which successfully raised over $800,000 to 
donate for pediatric brain cancer research.  

“Each year the Gala is an opportunity not only to 
raise critical funds for research, but also to celebrate the 

brain cancer. Their courage inspires our mission, and the 
support of this community helps move us closer to better 
treatments and more hope for the future.” -Kylie Dockter, 
Executive Director, Team Jack Foundation

The evening also featured the presentation of the 

Bill and Meredith Orthman

honoring their enduring commitment.



EGIONALEWS  Hear from our 

agents in your area!
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spring hasn’t brought the normal relief 
from the freezing temps, but still good to 
feel it regardless.  With the mild winter 
also came very little moisture, so we 

year to replenish some moisture levels.  

moisture, we all hope it comes in rain, 

the icy form.  If you have questions about 
hail and wind coverage, please reach out, 

wrapping up 2nd grade and is such a 

daycare for a while and ready to move 

which will be a change for us to have 

getting in a lot of outdoor time with the 

a new yard to grow in the challenging 

can’t wait for the yard to grow; they’re 

REGIONAL AGENTS

Andrew Bellamy- Elwood, NE
abellamy@thehomeagency.com

----------

Enos and Jill Grauerholz - Beloit KS
enosjill@nckcn.com

----------

Brian Houston - Benkelman, NE
bhouston@thehomeagency.com

----------

Rhonda Jones - Kirwin, KS
jonesrr@live.com

----------

Clark Redding, Larned, KS and Kirk CO
credding@thehomeagency.com

----------

As Always, we are here to help!  
Give us a call.

practicing their hitting out on the dirt.  

her training wheels, but I’m concerned 

old one if she started.  We will see how 

and somehow found time for her newest 

to her when I buy some new tool whose 
purpose she doesn’t understand because 

associated utensils showing up that I 
don’t understand.  

is anything else we can do for you in the 
future.



Nebraska   |    Kansas    |    Co lorado   |   Iowa
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Rhonda Jones

month. The wheat crop is struggling; 
consider reporting losses to get on the 

The milder winter weather was great 
for calving season.  Now is a good 
time to protect that asset amid volatile 

transplanted perennials, and set up 

The planters are rolling. Hopefully, 

ponds, and pastures.

Clark Redding

question everyone in this part of the

is hanging on in some areas & is

the dryland is concerned. The irrigated
is going to get hit with the freeze as

double whammy.

to plant dryland corn in ground thathas 

With seed and fertilizer prices being what 
they are, it is a losing proposition.

company insuring them. 
     
havebeen a part of your rotation in the 
past to qualify. 

in Iran is winding down & fuel prices 
will be winding down as well.  We hope.

Enos and Jill Grauerholz

     Here we are with another dry spring in 

is out, we have had a substantial rain. 

hanging in there but needing moisture! If 

not hurt to turn in your wheat for a loss 

record prices and uncertainty ahead. 

products. We have been busy writing this 

require a signature at time of purchase 
and proof of ownership.

grandsons Trace and Truitt. They are now 

in preschool and growing up so fast. I get 

are to have around!

We wish you we could promise a 
wonderful summer and crop growing 
season, so we may all have a bountiful 

to call us anytime with questions or 
concerns.
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true value.

getting a new roof to installing marble countertops, 

need an update.

important?

to upgrade or improve your home after a loss to restore 

hurricane, replacement cost coverage helps ensure you 

be coverage gaps.
To avoid this type of situation, as you renovate or 

each time with your agent to see if changes are needed 

current value.

• 

coverage to fully rebuild or repair your home if needed.

tina.muir@fnicgroup.com or 

at your coverage.

Your Home Got a Makeover, 

Now It’s Your Policy’s Turn

TINA MUIR

Spring Storm Prep Checklist
Spring is a time of renewal and growth, but it also brings the 

with heavy rain, high winds, and even power outages. To help you 

maintenance now can go a long way in protecting your home and 
family.
Trim Trees and Clear Gutters

or trees that could potentially fall and cause damage during high 

damage.
Check Roof Shingles

Inspect your roof for any loose or damaged shingles. Strong 

before the storms hit.

Basement and Water Protection
If you have a basement, it’s important to test your sump pump 

Document Your Home

property’s condition before any damage occurs.
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Ignite Women in Business Conference, where two full tables of women from 

FNIC at Ignite

Leaving Ready to Thrive

feeling energized and empowered. The day served as a reminder that when women support one another, incredible things can 
grow.
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Serves 20 

Ingredients

• 2 cloves garlic, minced

• ¼ cup brown sugar
• ¼ cup apple cider vinegar

• 2 tablespoons yellow mustard
Instructions

2.

4.

(drain).
5.

yellow mustard. Stir all the ingredients well to combine.

Notes

Serving Idea

Leftovers

•
• 8 strips bacon (crumbled)
• ¼ cup crumbled blue cheese
•
• 2 cups sliced green onions
• 2 cups sliced celery
• 2 tablespoon fresh thyme leaves
•
• 2 tablespoon apple cider vinegar
•
•
• 2 teaspoon salt
•
•
•
• ¼ cup sour cream

Instructions

aside.
2.

cut to smal pieces your potatoes, and add 

potatoes, or remove with a slotted spoon 
into the large bowl with the dressing.

oil, blue cheese salad dressing (or ranch 

adding each one.
4.

blue cheese, chopped parsley, sliced green 
onions, chopped celery, and thyme leaves.

5. The warm potatoes will help melt the blue 
cheese and absorb the dressing. Toss well 
and store in a sealed container in fridge, 
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Baldonado Personals

We spent about ten days in that area traveling with our 

Sara and the boys have been full speed ahead into spring 

for everyone.  Hudson will be playing varsity baseball for 

again.  They are all a lot of fun to watch as they do what they 

will also be adding hogs, so that, along with baseball, it will 

you stop by!  

down the days until school is out and summer baseball 



Alan E. Kuzma

planning, consulting, estate planning, insurance, 
insurance-senior products, and retirement planning service.
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Historically Speaking

Sequence of Returns Risk

PIGS GO TO MARKET AND

HOGS GET SLAUGHTERED
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